
Noon Bible Study: Matthew 10 (Part 2) 
Jesus sends his apostles out to preach and heal. He’s just given them a sobering description of what this mission will be like, not only this 
first time, but in general, as it will not be their last missionary effort. He balances the truth that this work will be hard with the 
encouragement that they are loved & valued by God & that they will not be doing this work alone or according to their own strength. 
 
Matthew 10:34-36 - Sword Not Peace 
 
The Messiah held the title “prince of peace” (Isaiah 9:6) and yet Jesus tells his disciples that he isn’t coming to bring peace, but “sword” 
- the symbol of division and warfare. At first read this might be confusing - doesn’t following Jesus bring peace into your life? Won’t 
Jesus bring peace to the earth when he rules as king? Doesn’t Jesus say that the peacemakers will be “blessed?” (Matthew 5:9)? 
 
The answer is of course “yes” to all of those questions. But Jesus is teaching something very important to his disciples at this 
moment.  Remember the context is their missionary work to bring the gospel to the cities of Israel. We have already seen that while there is 
jubilation surrounding Jesus’ ministry, there is also a growing resistance from the staunch religious leaders and authorities. 
 

9:11 - When the Pharisees saw this, they said to His disciples, "Why is your Teacher eating with the tax collectors and sinners?" 
9:34 - But the Pharisees were saying, "He casts out the demons by the ruler of the demons." 

 
The disciples of Jesus need to accept that not everyone will accept them or their message.  Their call to “repent” and follow Jesus is not 
good news to everyone.  It wasn’t then, nor is it now.  Verses 35-36 is a quote from Micah 7:1-7 (8-10) 
 

Micah 7:1-7 (NLT) - How miserable I am! I feel like the fruit picker after the harvest who can find nothing to eat. Not a cluster of 
grapes or a single early fig can be found to satisfy my hunger. 2 The godly people have all disappeared; not one honest person is left 
on the earth. They are all murderers, setting traps even for their own brothers.3 Both their hands are equally skilled at doing evil! 
Officials and judges alike demand bribes. The people with influence get what they want, and together they scheme to twist justice. 4 
Even the best of them is like a brier; the most honest is as dangerous as a hedge of thorns. But your judgment day is coming swiftly 
now. Your time of punishment is here, a time of confusion. 
 
5 Don't trust anyone-- not your best friend or even your wife!1 6 For the son despises his father. The daughter defies her mother. The 
daughter-in-law defies her mother-in-law. Your enemies are right in your own household!  
 
7 As for me, I look to the LORD for help. I wait confidently for God to save me, and my God will certainly hear me. 

 
The Prophet Micah is surrounded by evil and those who reject the LORD and Micah and yet he is resolute to trust in the LORD and His 
promises.  People rejecting God’s message will set themselves against the people who accept God’s message - even those in close 
relationships.  But Micah then declares that even though things will be hard for a season, God will bring about justice and His truth will 
be illuminated for all to see in the end. 
 

Micah 7:8-10 (NLT) - Do not gloat over me, my enemies! For though I fall, I will rise again. Though I sit in darkness, the LORD will be 
my light. 9 I will be patient as the LORD punishes me, for I have sinned against him. But after that, he will take up my case and give 
me justice for all I have suffered from my enemies. The LORD will bring me into the light, and I will see his righteousness. 10 Then my 
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enemies will see that the LORD is on my side. They will be ashamed that they taunted me, saying, "So where is the LORD-- that God of 
yours?" With my own eyes I will see their downfall; they will be trampled like mud in the streets. 

 
In Micah’s day the division occurred because of evil and lack of trust.  The evil in the land had become so pervasive that it began to divide 
even families. Jesus uses this moment to illustrate that his gospel is going to be a dividing point, even for families. 
 
So what should the disciples do if they are rejected and hated, even by the people closest to them? That’s not an easy thing to 
experience. Jesus calls his followers to have properly ordered loves so that they can endure these potentially heartbreaking times. 
 
Matthew 10:37-39 - Correctly Ordered Loves 
 

“Do You Love Christ More?” - Of course Jesus doesn’t want people to hate or do evil to their families (or anyone!) - but Jesus is 
challenging his followers to love him first and more than anything else in their lives - even the things that they would traditionally 
love the most - father, mother, children etc.  It has been said that our love for Christ should be so great that our love for other 
things would seem like hatred in comparison.A similar phrase is used in relation to Levitical priests of the oT who were called to 
faithful devotion to the LORD & his work. 

 
Deuteronomy 33:9-10 - (NIV) - (The Levites) said of his father and mother, 'I have no regard for them.' He did not recognize his 
brothers or acknowledge his own children, but he watched over your word and guarded your covenant. 10 He teaches your precepts 
to Jacob and your law to Israel. He offers incense before you and whole burnt offerings on your altar. 

 
“Take up your cross” - crucifixion was the most extreme and violent form of execution humans ever created. Not only did the crucified 
die, they were a graphic billboard for the power that they were under.  If you saw someone crucified outside of the city limits, (which 
Jesus and his disciples certainly would have seen), it would have been clear that Rome was in charge. Rome wanted everyone else to 
know that if you go against Rome, this is what will happen to you too.  As criminals carried their crosses through the streets, the 
residents would have had no question as to who that criminal was in subjection and surrendered to.  There were also never instances 
when a crucified person changed their mind and got off the cross and went home.  It was a death sentence.  In a shocking moment, 
Jesus says that his disciples must “take up their cross and follow after him”, meaning, living in such a way that it was clear that 
you were under his authority and had no intention to turn back. 

 
“Find your life” - there is no greater purpose to live for than living for Christ and His Kingdom.  If you live for this world, you may 
gain it - only to lose it when it passes away. If you live for Christ, you will gain eternal life - that which will never pass away. 

 
These three illustrations beg the followers of Jesus to consider their allegiance to him.  Perfection is not required but a loyalty and 
singular determination is. 

 
Matthew 10:40-42 - This Is A Special Work 
 
Jesus concludes this time of straightforwardness with a word about the special reward that is given to those who do follow him wherever 
he leads.  The honor and reward of the Messiah are unparalleled and Jesus says that those who are going to do this word in his name will 
receive the reward he receives. They aren’t just doing their own isolated thing, they are a part of the great work of God and his plan of 
salvation.  
 
Though their role might be lesser in their eyes, any of the work they are about to embark on is an important and eternal work (even just 
handing someone a cup of water!) 
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